
It will be recalled that this large system of
operative surgery is based upon the case method ;
a brief description of technic is outlined, and
the precise procedure carried out in an actual
case then follows in detail. While of course this
cannot be done in every single instance, it is the
plan upon which the whole work is based. The
result is vivid and interesting, free from the or-
dinary machine-like dullness of many older
treatises upon the subject.
Nothing has been spared to make the volume

completely satisfactory.
A Text-Book of Histology. By Frederick R
Bailey, A.M., M.D. Fifth Revised Edition.
New York: William Wood & Co.
This fifth edition of a standard textbook of

histology contains no important change in the
original general plan and scope of the work. The
text, however, has been thoroughly revised and
some parts of it rewritten. Some figures have
been added and the entire work is now profusely
illustrated, with a well-selected series of three
hundred and ninety-two text cuts, including one
insert diagram illustrating the more important
cerebellar connections. The chapter on the ner-
vous system, rewritten for the third edition and
revised for the fourth by Dr. Oliver F. Strong,
deserves particular commendation. The work
should continue to fill its useful place as a text-
book for teachers and students.

Wound Infections, and Some New Methods
for the Study of the Various Factors Which
Come into Consideration in their Treatment.
By Colonel Sir Almroth E. Wright, M.D.,
F.R.S., Consulting Physician to the Expedi-
tionary Force. Being an address delivered
before the Royal Society of Medicine, and
taken from the research laboratory, attached
to No. 13, General Hospital, Boulogne-sur-Mer.
New York: William Wood & Company.
A small book of less than 100 pages. Wright

considers, discusses and summarizes his views up-
on wound infections. It is, of course, an exam-
ination of the question of antiseptics as com-

pared with physiological methods of dealing with
wounds already infected. The question is, what
shall we do when we are confronted by an exist-
ing inflammatory process? Wright believes in
a 5% solution of common salt, with or without
the addition of V2 Per cent, of sodium citrate.
"This brings into play osmotic forces, and
' draws ' the lymph out of the walls of the wound
by a vis à fronte. The sodium citrate is added
with a view to decalcifying the outflowing
lymph and rendering it incoagulable.
"It may perhaps be allowed to say with regard

to this lymphagogic solution—or, rather, with
regard to the simple 5 per cent, salt solution,
which I find works in most cases equally—that

it has in this war proved itself pre-eminently
useful. When brought into action upon a dry
and infiltrated wound, or a wound that is foul
and covered with slough, it resolves the indur-
ation, brings back moisture to the surfaces, and
cleans up the wound in a way that no other
agent does. Applied in gaseous gangrene in
the form of a wet dressing to incisions which
have been carried down into infected tissues, it
causes lymph to pour out of the wounds, and
arrests the spread of the infection. And, again,
applied in gaseous gangrene to an amputated
stump in cases where it has been necessary to
leave infected tissues behind, it reverses the
lymph-stream and draws out the infected
lymph—saving life in almost desperate condi-
tions."
Wright further adds that it has in this war

proved itself pre-eminently useful. It has been
asserted that antiseptics, at least in the present
war, have been used by those in the field near
the front, whereas the physiological methods
and the non-use of antiseptics have been ad-
vocated from the laboratories; but it would
seem from Wright's little book that there must
be exceptions to this statement, and it is cer-
tainly most desirable that the use of so simple
a method as a five per cent, common salt solu-
tion, with or without sodium citrate, should be
thoroughly investigated in a dispassionate man-
ner by a large number of competent surgeons,
under all conditions. It is hard to read
Wright's statement without feeling that his
arguments against antiseptics are very strong.

A Laboratory Manual of Organic Chemistry for
Medical Students. By Matthews Steel,
Ph.D. First Edition, First Thousand. New
York: JohnWiley & Sons. London: Chap-
man and Hall.

This monograph, originally compiled as a lab-
oratory guide for medical students, constitutes
a practical course in organic chemistry and
aims, without burdening the student with a
mass of unessential data, to supply the demand
for a broader training than was formerly re-
quired in experimental chemistry. The text is
conveniently grouped into seventeen chapters,
and is divided continuously into two hun-
dred and five numbered sections, each represent-
ing an experiment. Every right-hand page is
left blank for laboratory notes. There are two
appendices; the first contains tables of interna-
tional atomic weight, specific gravity and per-
centage of alcohol and freezing mixtures of pow-
dered ice and various salts. The second appen-
dix contains a tabulated list of reagents and so-
lutions. There are no text illustrations. Many
of the data in the chapter on alkaloids were ob-
tained from Autenrieth's "Detection of Poisons
and Powerful Drugs." The manual should be
of value to both students and teachers of organic
chemistry.
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